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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
JOINT TASK FORCE GUANTANAMO 
GUANTANAMO BAY, CUBA 
APO AE 09360 
REPLY TO 
ATTENTION OF 


JTF GTMO-CG e 11 November 2003 


MEMORANDUM FOR Commander, United States Southern Command, 3511 NW 9st 
Avenue, Miami, FL 33172. 


SUBJECT: (S) Recommendation to Retain under DoD Control for Guantanamo Detainee, 
Feroz A Abassi, ISN: US9UK-000024DP , 


1. (S) Personal Information: Feroz A Abassi is a British national, born in 1979 (age 24) in 
Entebbe, Uganda. Detainee has been diagnosed with Latent Tuberculosis, but is otherwise in 
good health. 


2. (S) Detention Information: Subject detainee stated that while living in England he read a 
book entitled, "The Virtues of Jihad - The Shortest Path to Paradise" and this book convinced 
him that it was his obligation to fight Jihad. Detainee also read articles about Jihad in the 
Kashmir and how the people were struggling and how people could go there to fight Jihad. 
Detainee called a man named Abu Hamza (known Islamic extremist and Al-Qaida member) 
and was invited to attend Friday's prayer at the Finsbury Mosque for instructions on how to 
join Jihad. After receiving instructions, he traveled to Quetta, Pakistan (PK), and stayed in a 
hotel for two days before traveling to a guesthouse in Kandahar, Afghanistan (AF). From the 
guesthouse, he took a bus to the Al-Farouq training camp where he learned how to use various 
weapons, how to implement small unit tactics and improvise explosives. After basic course, 
detainee took advanced training that included mountain and urban tactics. Detainee then 
traveled to Kandahar, AF and met with Khalid Sheik Mohammed, Saif Ul Abil, and David 
Hicks (ISN: US9AS-000002). Following this “interview” he was selected to attend an 
information collection course that taught him how to select targets for terrorism. Detainee 
advised that during the course, he was asked if he would perform a “martyrdom mission” and 
he said “yes”. Upon completion of the training, detainee returned to the guesthouse in 
Kandahar, AF. After US bombing raids, he evacuated the guesthouse he was using in 
Kandahar, AF and fled towards Pakistan with several others. Detainee was captured by a 
band of Afghans and disarmed, and subsequently turned over to the US Marines. Detainee 
was transported to Guantanamo Bay Naval Base, Cuba, on 10 January 2002 because of his 
affiliation with Al-Qaida and knowledge of their training camps. He also very familiar with 
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the tactics and training employed by Al-Qaida in various terrorist operations, recruitment of 
Islamic men outside Afghanistan and Al-Qaida intelligence collection training and operations. 


3. (S) Reasons for Detention: Detainee is a confirmed member of Al-Qaida, who has 
received advanced training and who has pledged to martyr himself in Jihad against the West 
and the United States in particular. Detainee has had personal contact with some of Al- 
Qaida’s most senior operatives and planners and is assessed to have considerable information 
pertaining to Al-Qaida personalities and future operations. Detainee is also a candidate for 
prosecution as a terrorist, under the President’s Military Order of November 2001. 


4. (S) Assessment: Based on information collected and available to Joint Task Force 
Guantanamo as of 29 October 2003, detainee ISN: US9UK-000024DP is assessed as being a 
member of Al-Qaida. Moreover, based on the detainee’s folder, the knowledgeability brief, 
and subsequent interrogations by JTF Guantanamo, the detainee is of intelligence value to the 
‘United States. Based on the above, detainee poses a high threat to the U.S., its interests and 
its allies. 


5. (S) Recommendation: In view of the foregoing, I recommend subject detainee be 
retained under DoD control. 


6. (C) Coordination: JTF Guantanamo notified the Criminal Investigative Task Force of 
this recommendation on 12 October 2003, who previously recommended on 20 March 2003 
that the detainee be retained in DoD control and categorized him as a high threat. CITF and 
JTF GTMO are in agreement on the threat and disposition on this detainee. ' 
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